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​​​​​Barbara Rosenberg, Nancy Rubin

UPTOWN PLAYERS BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Every season, we look for stories that not only entertain, but also 
give us something to think about long after we leave the theatre. 
Paula Vogel’s Mother Play is one of those stories.

At its heart, this is a play about family—the people who shape us, 
the complicated ways we love one another, and our very human 
need to be seen and accepted for who we are. Vogel explores those 
ideas with humor, honesty and compassion, reminding us that 
families and relationships rarely fit neatly into simple categories.

That is one of the reasons we felt Mother Play was important for 
Uptown Players to present. Throughout our history, we have believed 
theatre can create understanding by allowing us to see the world 
through someone else’s eyes. Mother Play continues that tradition 
with a story that is deeply personal while touching on experiences 
that are remarkably universal.

We are especially proud to present this regional premiere as the 
final production of our 24th season. When the curtain comes down 
on Mother Play, we will close another chapter in Uptown Players’ 
history—and begin looking toward a very special milestone.

This December, we launch our 25th Anniversary Season, 
celebrating 25 years of fearless and fabulous theatre with Designing 
Women, Broadway Our Way: No Passport Required, Come From 
Away, Jagged Little Pill and the world premiere of Silver Foxes 2: Pride 
and Prejudice. We have an incredible year ahead, and we hope 
you’ll be there to celebrate it with us.

For now, thank you for joining us at Theatre Three, for supporting live 
theatre, and for being part of the Uptown Players family.

Craig Lynch & Jeff Rane 
Executive Producers 
Uptown Players



DebnamRust
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Directed by Cheryl Denson
Scenic Design by Kevin Brown
Lighting Design by Kyle Harris

Sound Design by Brian Christensen
Costume Design by Suzi Cranford

Hair, Wig, and Makeup Design by Michael B. Moore
Properties Design by Kennedy Smith

Multimedia Design by Taylor Ray Donaldson
Stage Managed by Lexi Salmon*

Assistant Stage Managed by Stephanie Divoky

Phyllis ...................................................................................... Cara Statham Serber*
Martha .......................................................................................... Leslie Marie Collins*
Carl ...................................................................................... Ryan Michael Friedman

Mother Play is performed without an intermission.

* Member of Actors’ Equity Association,
the union of Professional Actors and Stage Managers

in the United States

Actors Equity Association negotiates wages and working conditions and
provides a wide range of benefits including health and pension plans for its 

members. 

Through its agreement with Equity, this theatre has committed to the fair treatment
of the actors and stage managers employed in this production. 

AEA is a member of the AFL-CIO and is affiliated with FIA, an international organization
of performing arts unions. For more information, visit www.actorsequity.org.

”Mother Play” is presented by arrangement with Concord 
Theatricals on behalf of Samuel French, Inc. www.

concordtheatricals.com

Broadway Premiere Produced by Second Stage Theatre, New York, 
2024 Carole Rothman, Artistic Director, 

isa Lawer Post, Interim Executive Director



We Welcome New Patients!
Primary Care:
• STI Testing & PrEP
• Diabetes, High Blood 

Pressure, Cholesterol, 
Weight Management

Specialized Care:
• Infectious 

Disease/HIV
• Long-Acting Injectable 

PrEP & HIV Treatment
• Gender Affirming Care

In-Office Procedures:
• Removal of Warts, 

Skin Tags, Lipomas & 
Sebaceous cyst, 

• Skin abscess incision 
& drainage

Call 214-521-0100 or visit MDProgressiveCare.com

Marc Tribble, MD  |  Luis Valdes Castillo, FNP-C  |  Eric Klappholz, APRN 
Taylor Schmidt, MD  |  Erin Duhaime, PA-C   

Chad Crager, APRN  |  Peter Triporo, ACNP-BC 

UPTOWN PLAYERS STAFF
Executive Producers ............................................................ Craig Lynch and Jeff Rane
Master Carpenter .......................................................................................... Dennis Canright
Master Electrician ......................................................................................... Garrett Brannan
Production Assistant ........................................................................................ Phillip Hearne
ASL Interpreters (8/23) ...... American Sign Language Interpreting Services
Scenic Painter ............................................................................................................. Audie Pope
Wardrobe Assistant ...................................................................................... Kristia Golightly
Light Board Operator ............................................................................................. Ian Salmon
Audio Intern/Sound Board Operator........................................................... Turner Ring
Electrics Intern ........................................................................................................... Deen Sainju
Scenic/Properties Intern............................................................................. Sophia Zamora
Wardrobe Intern........................................................................................................Scout Burrus
Patron Services Manager...........................................................................Greg Robertson
Box Office/Marketing Associate..............................................Taylor Ray Donaldson
Production Photographer.................................................Mike Morgan Photography
Additional video by...........................................................................Burnt Pie Productions

Theatre Three, SEG Services, Theatre Arlington
SPECIAL THANKS

2025-2026 SPONSORS 

THE VIDEOTAPING OR MAKING OF ELECTRONIC OR OTHER AUDIO
AND/OR VISUAL RECORDINGS OF THIS PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTING 

RECORDINGS OR STREAMS IN ANY MEDIUM, INCLUDING THE INTERNET,  IS STRICTLY 
PROHIBITED, A VIOLATION OF THE AUTHOR(S)’S RIGHTS AND ACTIONABLE UNDER 

UNITED STATES COPYRIGHT LAW.



RYAN MICHAEL FRIEDMAN (Carl)
Uptown Players credits include Star of Wonder, Broadway 
Our Way 2025 and Man 1 in Queer Carol. Regional credits 
include Andre in Dirty Rotten Scoundrels (Theatre Three), 
Mark in RENT (Circle Theatre), Benny Southstreet in Guys 
and Dolls (Lyric Stage), the devising company of h*llo 
k*tty syndrome (Undermain Theatre), Feste in Twelfth 
Night (Shakespeare Dallas), Adolfo Pirelli in Sweeney Todd 
(Lyric Stage), Carmen Ghia in The Producers (Lyric Stage), 
Victor Castillo in Safe at Home (Kitchen Dog Theatre), Leo 
in I Wanna F****** Tear You Apart (Stage West), Radames 
in Aida (Lyric Stage), Brad in Rocky Horror Picture Show 
(Lyric Stage), Miles in Tuck Everlasting (Casa Mañana, 
Dallas Children’s Theatre), Love in Everybody (Stage 
West). He is a graduate of Florida State University’s School 
of Theatre, Theatre Academy London and Department of 
Psychology, and an Alumnus of Florida Studio Theatre’s 
Acting Apprentice Company. 

CARA STATHAM SERBER (Phyllis)
Uptown Players credits include Disaster!, It’s Only a 
Play, Harbor, and Down South. Regional credits include 
performances at Dallas Theater Center, Casa Mañana, 
Theatre Three, Lyric Stage, Stage West, WaterTower, 
Theatre Arlington, and Dallas Children’s Theatre. Cara is 
represented by the Mary Collins Agency.

LESLIE MARIE COLLINS (Martha) 
Uptown credits include Calliope in Xanadu, Helene in 
Silver Foxes and Adult Alison in Fun Home. Regional 
credits include Simeon in Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat (Dallas Theater Center), Rachel 
in Girl on the Train (Flat Rock Playhouse), A Tree Grows 
in Brooklyn (Goodspeed Opera House), Elizabeth in 
Young Frankenstein (Theatre Three) and Thrones! The 
Musical! (Sydney Opera House). Leslie spent over 20 
years in NYC and LA performing in theater, television 
and commercials. You may have seen her on TV, The 
Late Show with Stephen Colbert (CBS), Cruel Summer 
(Freeform), and in numerous national commercials for 
Progressive, American Express, Walmart, Cascade and 
many more. Leslie can also be heard on podcasts such 
as Sumo Kaboom, Mission to Zyxx and voicing numerous 
characters for Crunchyroll. 

COMPANY PROFILESSUPPORT



CHERYL DENSON (Director)
Cheryl is a theatrical director, designer, and actress working for major 
theaters in Dallas and around the country. For Uptown Players, Ms. 
Denson has directed Torch Song, Fun Home, The Cake, the complete 
Angels in America, Parts 1 and 2, The View Upstairs, Hair, bare: a pop 
musical, Trials and Tribulations of a Trailer Park Housewife, Altar Boyz, 
Dirty Rotten Scoundrels, Victor/Victoria, The Boy from Oz, Catch Me If 
You Can, End of the Rainbow, It’s Only a Play, The Full Monty, Titanic and 
La Cage Aux Folles. Recognition for acting and directing: Rabin Awards, 
Critics Forum, and others. Cheryl is a member of AEA, SAG and AFTRA. 
She has worked in television/radio as an on-camera performer and 
voice talent and behind the scenes as a set/costume designer for over 
60 television commercials and industrial films. Cheryl holds an M.F.A. 
from Trinity University and a B.A. from Baylor University 
KEVIN BROWN (Set Designer)
Uptown Players credits include Victor/Victoria, The Producers, Hello Again, 
Yellow, Vanya and Sonia and Masha and Spike, The Lyons, The Boy From 
Oz, Catch Me if You Can, Harbor, The Nance, Mother’s and Sons, It’s Only 
a Play, End of the Rainbow, The Tribute Artist, The Perfect Arrangement, 
A Very Judy Christmas, Disaster the Musical, The View Upstairs, Silver 
Foxes, The Boys in the Band, we are continuous, Everybody’s Talking 
About Jamie, and Pure Glitter. Regional credits Momma Won’t Die (Clark, 
Pell and King Productions), The Cake, Noises Off, American Son, Visiting 
Mr. Green, I’m Proud of You (Theatre Arlington), Ann, Sex with Strangers, 
An Act of God, and Grand Horizons (Stage West), Water by the Spoonful 
(Circle Theatre), Cabaret and Spring Awakening (Runway Theatre), Billy 
Elliot, To Kill a Mockingbird, Peter and the Starcatcher, Pippin, (Firehouse 
Theatre), Proof, Xanadu, and Tick Tick Boom, (OnStage in Bedford).

PRODUCTION STAFF

UPTOWN PLAYERS IS A PROUD MEMBER OF

PAULA VOGEL (PLAYWRIGHT) is a Pulitzer Prize-winning playwright 
whose plays include Mother Play, Indecent, How I Learned to Drive, 
The Long Christmas Ride Home, The Mineola Twins, The Baltimore 
Waltz, Hot ’n’ Throbbing, Desdemona, And Baby Makes Seven, The 
Oldest Profession and A Civil War Christmas. She served as Director of 
Playwriting at Brown University and as the O’Neill Chair of Playwriting 
at Yale School of Drama. Awards include three Tony nominations, the 
American Theatre Hall of Fame Award, two Obies, the Lily Award, the NY 
Drama Critics Circle Award, a Guggenheim and a Pew Charitable Trust 
Award. Her memoir, Travels Without Carl, will be published by Penguin 
Press.



Find Your Audience
Here at Uptown!
To advertise your business in our programs, scan the QR code above 

or contact us at 214-219-2718 or taylor@uptownplayers.org.
Discounts are available for season advertisers, so plan now for

2026-2027, and put your business in the spotlight!

KYLE HARRIS (Lighting Designer)
Uptown Players credits include Fire and Air, The Boys in the Band, When 
Pigs Fly, A Very Sordid Wedding, Disaster, Broadway Our Way and Pure 
Glitter. Regional credits include Women On The Verge of a Nervous 
Breakdown, All Shook Up, The Full Monty, Big Fish, Todrick Halls’ Oz the 
Musical, Chicago, The Boys Next Door, To Kill A Mockingbird, Hello Dolly, 
White Christmas, Light Up the Sky, Bus Stop, and Red. Kyle has been the 
Master Electrician/Lighting Supervisor for Uptown Players for over ten 
seasons.

SUZI CRANFORD (Costume Designer)
Uptown Players credits include Urinetown, Pure Glitter, Star of Wonder: A 
Carol Ann Christmas, Everybody’s Talking About Jamie, Xanadu, we are 
continuous, Fire & Air, Down South, Kiss of the Spider Woman (2003/2013), 
A Man of No Importance, The Who’s Tommy, Pageant (2004/2014), Aida 
(2006/2016), The Valley of the Dolls, Die Mommie Die!, bare!, breathe!, 
Bent, The Trials and Tribulations of a Trailer Trash Housewife, History Boys, 
Forbidden Broadway, The Temperamentals, The Facts of Life, Thank You 
for Being a Friend, The Divine Sister, Songs for a New World, The Boy from 
Oz, The Nance, End of the Rainbow, Vanya and Sonia and Masha and 
Spike, Angels in America (Part 1/Part 2), The Legend of Georgia McBride, 
The Cake, The View Upstairs, A Very Sordid Wedding, When Pigs Fly, Fun 
Home, Torch Song, Silver Foxes, Chicken and Biscuits, Jada Bells, and all 
Broadway Our Ways/Christmas Our Way.

BRIAN CHRISTENSEN (Sound Designer)
Uptown Players credits include Urinetown, Pure Glitter, Star of Wonder, 
Everybody’s Talking About Jamie, Xanadu, Head Over Heels, Kinky Boots, 
and almost every Uptown Players production since 2017. Brian is also the 
resident sound engineer at Dallas Children’s Theater since 2015. Other 
regional credits include Lizzie (IMPRINT Theatreworks), Taming (WaterTower 
Theatre), The Best Little Whorehouse in Texas (Lewisville Playhouse), and 
The Lieutenant of Inishmore (Lakeside Community Theatre). Productions 
of his original musicals include Daughter of Re and Greece: A Mythical 
Comedy (IMPRINT Theatreworks’ First Impressions Festival), Daughter of 
Re (Rogue Theatre Festival/MusicalWriters Productions), and Lend Me A 
Chainsaw (MusicalWriters Productions, Lakeside Community Theatre). 
Brian holds a BA in Theatre from the University of North Texas.

PRODUCTION STAFF



LEXI SALMON (Production Stage Manager)
Uptown Players credits include Urinetown, Pure Glitter, Star of Wonder: 
A Carol Ann Christmas, Silver Foxes, The Prom, we are continuous, Jada 
Bells, Everybody’s Talking About Jamie. Regional credits include Pelléas et 
Mélisande, and Carmen (The Dallas Opera); The Rocky Horror Show (Dallas 
Theater Center); A Streetcar Named Desire, The Manic Monologues, 
Satchmo at the Waldorf (WaterTower Theatre); God of Carnage, Who’s 
Afraid of Virginia Woolf, Stede Bonnet, and Maytag Virgin (Theatre Three). 
Touring credit includes Magic Mike Live (North American Tour). Lexi has a 
B.A. in Theatre from TWU and is a proud member of AEA.

KENNEDY SMITH (Properties Designer)
Uptown Players credits include Props Designer for Urinetown, Pure Glitter, 
Star of Wonder: A Carol Ann Christmas, Everybody’s Talking About Jamie, 
Xanadu, Broadway Our Way, we are continuous, Queer Carol, and The 
Boys In The Band. Regional credits include Assistant Stage Manager for 
Carrie: The Musical (Theatre Three), Set Designer for Cloud Tectonics 
(Teatro Dallas), Props Designer for Sleuth (Theatre Three), Props Designer 
for Artemisia (Circle Theatre), Assistant Stage Manager for Noises Off! 
(Theatre Three), and Props Designer and Assistant Stage Manager for 
Sweeney Todd (Lyric Stage). Kennedy is the Resident Props Designer for 
Uptown Players and holds a BFA in Theatrical Design and Technology from 
The University of Texas at Arlington.

H E S A I D D A L L A S . C O M

A daily dose of love about what to see, eat and do in
Dallas. . .all from a sassy gay perspective!

PUT SOME GAY IN YOUR DAY!
MICHAEL B. MOORE (Hair/Wig/Makeup Designer)
Uptown Players credits include Urinetown, Pure Glitter, Star of Wonder: A 
Carol Ann Christmas, Everybody’s Talking About Jamie, Xanadu, A Queer 
Carol, The Boys in the Band, The Prom, The Producers, The Boy from Oz, 
Catch Me If You Can, Hedwig, End of the Rainbow, It’s Only a Play, Aida, 
Titanic: The Musical, La Cage..., Angels in America, It Shoulda’ Been You, A 
Chorus Line, The Full Monty, Priscilla, The Legend of Georgia McBride, Spring 
Awakening, A Very Judy Christmas, Disaster!, A Very Sordid Wedding, Kinky 
Boots, The Little Dog Laughed, Torch Song, Head Over Heels, Silver Foxes, 
and Chicken & Biscuits. Regional credits include Chaplin, Goin’ Hollywood, 
A Gentleman’s Guide…, Little Shop of Horrors, ...Trailer Park..., Cinderella, and 
The Cuban and the Redhead.

PRODUCTION STAFF



Musician (continued)
Jim & Deborah Nugent 
Artie Olaisen & Dwight Sandell
Mark & Lynn Oristano
Nelis Potgieter & Kyle Walker 
Steven Pounders
Michael Ptacin
Samuel Puentes
Ronald Pyatt
Leon & Ruth Rane
Mark Rash & Homer Andrews
Greg Robertson & Eduardo Esguerra
David Rodgers
Tom Rubeck
David Salem
Ken Samara
Crystal Schuh
Lynn Rossi Scott
Gary Sestito
Del Shores
Laurie Shwiff
Diedra & Mike Smith
Dale Snapka
Craig & Deborah Sutton
Edwin Escobar & Kyle Talkington
Brandon & Eric Tonniges
William Trotter Jr.
Doug Unger
Joseph Vetter
Matt Waite & Isaac Leaverton
Mark Waldrop
Carolyn Webber
Craig Whipple
James W. Williams
Marianne Wilson
Frank Yeh
Carol Young

Honorarium
In Memory of Bruce R. Coleman
In Memory of Tina Landes
In Memory of Shirley Lynch
In Honor of Nancy Rubin
In Memory of Bob Stewart
In Memory of Trey Tubbs
In Honor of James Lynn Williams

Musician ($100-$499)
Anonymous
The Dallas Foundation
Denny & Jean Adelman
Tom Alvarado
Andrew Astmann
Dave Bedford
Jeanette Bell
Jim Berrong
Rachael Biederman
Lara Bierner
Stuart Blake
Barry Brody
Peter Brooks
Roger Brownlow
The Brunos
Hance Burrow
Robin M. Caldwell
Keith Carney

Actor ($500-$999)
Basil Asaro 
Dennis Canright
B.J. Cleveland
Dallas Arts District Foundation
Jeff Falin
Les Geiter
John Glendinning III
Jon Goerner
Alvin Granowsky
DR Hanson
Dallas Jewish Community Foundation
Forrest Johnson & Gil Jesus
Richard, Paula & Joel Leggett
Harry Malpass
Tony & Sara Shelby-Martin
Mark McCool & Rick Deere
Jim McIntosh & Will Dreher
David Northway & Loras Freihofer
John Nemrava
Jay W. Oppenheimer
Chad Ottosen & Corbett Black
Liam Pickard 
The Rohan Foundation
Robert & Georgia Serfling 
Jose Solivan & Matthew Buckingham
Nancy Spence
Sherry R Stewart
Henryk & Donna Szostak
Mike Williamson
Rene & Jimmy Wisch Charitable Fund

Reflects Donations made August 12, 2025 through August 11, 2026

To join the growing list of contributors, please pick up a contribution form
in the lobby or stop by the box office at intermission.

Thanks to the following for their generous contributions:

Arch Angel ($50,000 and up)

Brian Jansen
Dallas Office of Arts & Culture
James Lynn Williams
  
Angel ($30,000-$49,999)

Black Tie Dinner

Executive Producer ($10,000-$29,999)
Anonymous
Dallas Tourism Public Improvement District
Eugene McDermott Foundation
Kathleen Messina & Gary Godwin
The Shubert Foundation
TACA
Texas Instruments Foundation 
Texas Commission on the Arts
Jerre Van Den Bent
Ellen M. Violett & Mary P.R. Thomas Foundation

Producer ($3,000-$9,999)
Bruno Cat & Bruno Dog 
Geoff Cecil
Timothy Chapman
Communities Foundation of Texas
Cheryl Denson
Doug Dorey & Bob Goldberg
David & Ryan Gifford-Robinson
The Halperin Foundation
David Hansen
Richard Hart
Matthew Mather Family Fund
Moody Fund for the Arts
Kate & Keith Newman
Philip Perry
Barbara Rosenberg
Tomas Soto & Jay Murter
Bernard Stoller
Dr. Christopher Vesy
The Jo Terrill West Fund
Dale Wheeler

Director ($1,000-$2,999)
Anonymous
Alexandre’s on Cedar Springs
Phil Boustani & Ted Schweitzer
John & Cynthia Bowland
Scott M. Boyette
Bob Calderon & Bob Mosser
Stan Carpenter & Jerry Baden
Joel Joseph Castiillo
Michael Clark
Rob Corbello
John Cottle
Doug Frankel & Greg Hagopian
Justin Grucholski Family
Brad Hale & Gary Scott
Paul Hale
Jim Hester & Sepherson Landers
Thomas Jones & Charles Mead
Mark Keerbs & Matt Seering
B. Gene Klassen
Tony & Melissa Krauska
Dr. David Lee & Casey Wilcox
John & Jeni Love
Craig Lynch & Phillip Hearne
Gordon Markley & Russell Buescher
Michael Matthews & Michael Pugh
Tri & Alex McBath
Scott McGarvey
Victor & Ed Mertic-Talavera
Jeff Rane
Randall Ray
Cole Read
Keith & Andrea Redmon
Loren & Moshe Rudelman
Dr. Christopher Salerno & Dr. John Dixon
Danny Alan Scott & Gary Chitwood
Sisters in Action
Jay Stankewietz
Texas Pride Impact Fund

KEEP IN UPTOWN

Reflects Donations made August 12, 2025 through August 11, 2026

Musician (continued)
Tsuki Caspary Brooks
Chuck Chambers 
Rhett Cisneros-King
Catherine Cox
Kay Cox
Glenn & Nick Cron
Stephen Dahlem
The Dallas Foundation
Steve Danner
Robin & Sydney Dotson
George Durstine
Maureen & Erin Eason
Robert Emery
Susan English
Steven Engwall Fund
Susan & Warren Ernst
Benjamin Espino
Kenneth & Lauri Fernandez
Robert Forner
Joe Godfrey
Matt Grevan
Kevin & Dylan Gunter-Lee
Robert Hartsfield
Martha Heimberg
Chris Heinbaugh
Eric Henry & Keith Janosik
Amy Hughes
John Humphrey
Kris Ikijeri
John & Kristen Isenberg
Charlie Jenks
Scott Jordan & Tim Myrick
Thomas Kendra
Richard Kuhn & Matthew Rappoli
Dennis Landes
Kelly Lane
Linda Leonard & Bill Jenkins
Jack Lewis & Alan Colvin
William Lilly
Penny Ayn Maas
Roger Mabe
Maguire Oil Company
Philip Martin
Cris, Connie & Elliot McEachern
Samuel McKinzie
Fred McMillen
Robert Moore
Jerrett Morris
David Nesser






